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‘Don’t you people realize there is a
storm coming?’
Patrol officers Devin Epps, left, and Sean Gleason just before a Sunday shift. (Roy Furchgott for The Washington
Post)

SARASOTA — “The thing is, you prepare long before hurricane season,” Sarasota Police Chief
Bernadette DiPino said. But things turned serious Saturday.
DiPino called in the 150 or so officers under her command, as well as emergency and civilian
personnel, with instructions to bring enough clothing, food and water for three to five days — up to
a week, if possible. Everyone would be staying at the Sarasota Police Department headquarters,
sleeping in improvised dorms and offices, and eating there as well, without expectation of getting
home for at least three days.
The department normally oversees a population of 54,000 full-time residents, but the number riding
out the storm is difficult to estimate. While some have evacuated, predictions that the storm would
hit the east coast of Florida sent droves of people to Sarasota.
The chief was the first to move in, bringing a blanket, pillow, food, clothes “and Cheer to scrub
everything out in the sink if I need to,” she said. “And deodorant. It’s challenging when you have a
lot of people in a small area and you start to get weather-weary.”
In some ways, the storm has made policing difficult — many businesses and homes are unattended,
which makes them attractive targets for thieves. Police are stationed at critical places to protect
services and valuables from looters, said the chief, declining to give too much information, out of
concern it would give thieves an advantage.
But in other ways, the storm has made policing easier. “When everybody is gone, you don’t have
the traffic problems. And the people who are out,” she said, “you address them because they
shouldn’t be walking in a storm. ‘Hey! What are you doing out? The wind is 40 miles per hour!’ ”
For the patrol officers, the impending storm has changed a few routines. For safety, they partner up
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in their cars, rather than ride alone as usual. And there has been an unusual number of calls from
out of state asking the police to force an elderly relative to evacuate (not something the police can
do).
But some aspects of the job are unchanged. “The lack of people has decreased the call volume,”
said Officer Devin Epps, “but I’ll say through yesterday, we were getting the same calls, same
problems people can’t solve without our intervention. I have to wonder, ‘Don’t you people realize
there is a big life-threatening storm coming?’ ”
— Roy Furchgott
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Storm peels roof off Miami building
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Using satellite before pictures @CityofMiamiFire was able to
confirm a roof peeled off a two story apt Bldg at 2642 NE 5th Ave in
#Miami
3:27 PM - Sep 10, 2017
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The winds that have caused two cranes to collapse in Miami also pulled the roof off an apartment
building in downtown Miami.
Meanwhile, 130 mph gusts have been recorded at Marco Island off the coast near Naples, Fla. At
Naples Municipal Airport, the National Weather Service recorded sustained winds of 83 mph, with
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gusts up to 115 miles per hour.
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Fear of trees as students shelter in
Gainesville
Students, staff members and their families were streaming into campus shelters Sunday afternoon at
the University of Florida as the winds and rain from Hurricane Irma reached more than 300 miles
up the state’s coastline.
The storm’s impact isn’t expected in this college town until Monday, but once the campus offered
up two buildings for shelter, students started coming. The school opened the Southwest Recreation
Center, which can hold 1,800 evacuees, and the Steinbrenner Band Hall, which holds 233. Nearly
700 people sought shelter in the building Sunday afternoon.
“There is a huge tree right outside my house,” said Arnab Roy, a postdoctoral kinesiology student.
“It’s a beautiful tree. I hope it survives. But if it falls, it could crush my house.”
Maria Penna and her 6-year-old daughter, Alice, are just visiting Gainesville, staying with her
cousin, who is a UF student. They came in from Brazil before Irma, and Penna is now unsure when
they can get out.
Trees were an issue for Penna, too.
“It’s a very big pine tree just outside the house,” Penna said.
Penna had an air mattress for Alice and herself, which they set up on the basketball court along
with hundreds of others. She’s grateful for the shelter but is already dealing with one of the worst
parts of evacuation.
“Boredom,” Penna said. “My daughter is getting bored. I told her we just have to be patient.”
University President Kent Fuchs visited the shelters Sunday and said that one of his biggest
concerns is students who don’t know what’s happening to their families back home.
“I know we have students here from Naples and other places being hit right now by this storm, and
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the uncertainty for them is very difficult,” Fuchs said. “Many students will lose their homes. Some
of them are very anxious, understandably so.”
Fuchs said the university will do what it can to help students who are feeling stressed.
“I tell them the really important thing is to communicate, share with each other,” Fuchs said.
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Police shame ‘stupid’ stormwatchers in Pinellas County
As Hurricane Irma veers into Naples, Fla., with a top speed of 120 mph, the sheriff’s office up the
coast in Pinellas County is shaming gawkers out to see some of the action:
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When we say "don't be stupid" this is what we mean. "Onlookers"
are getting vehicles stuck on Gandy Beach. Please go home and
stay there.
2:57 PM - Sep 10, 2017
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Gandy Beach, along with the rest of the coast around St. Petersburg, has been designated a
mandatory evacuation zone.
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Another crane collapses in
downtown Miami
Michael Spears NBC6
@MikeSpearsNBC6
10 Sep
BREAKING NEWS: DANGER! Another crane has collapsed on NE
30th St and is dangling from an unfinished high rise tower. @NBC6
#HurricaneIrma pic.twitter.com/LBNM895wKX

Michael Spears NBC6
@MikeSpearsNBC6
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BREAKING NEWS UPDATE: Collapsed crane is dangling from an
unfinished high rise *NE 30th Terrace* in Miami. #HurricaneIrma
@NBC6 pic.twitter.com/V9Q0UDj0R1
2:24 PM - Sep 10, 2017 · Florida, USA
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A second construction crane has broken in downtown Miami, this time at an unfinished high-rise on
Northeast 30th Terrace, according to NBC6 News.
The earlier collapse occurred at 300 Biscayne Boulevard, about two miles south down the coast.
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‘MOVE AWAY FROM THE
WATER!’

Alert Tampa

Follow

@AlertTampa

ALERT: Water surrounding Tampa Bay is very low due to the storm.
It is dangerous to be walking out there.
1:51 PM - Sep 10, 2017
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Hurricane Irma is so strong and its pressure is so low, it’s sucking water from shorelines into the
core of the storm. The result is an extraordinary sight — and a tempting one for some Florida
residents, who want to walk on new expanses of beach. Authorities are warning them to resist. The
National Hurricane Center tweeted, using all capital letters: “MOVE AWAY FROM THE
WATER!”
The wind will shift, and water levels will rise within minutes, the National Hurricane Center
warned, flooding the coast with huge waves and 10 to 15 feet of water.
According to the Tampa Bay Times, police cleared the beach well before the storm was set to hit.
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People blasting folk who walked on drained Tampa Bay. Storm was
still hours away. Police cleared area. #TBTIrma
2:36 PM - Sep 10, 2017
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